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CCHR Welcomes Release of Activists and Calls for Judicial Reform  

 
 

CCHR welcomes the recent release from prison of a number of land rights defenders and 

opposition party activists, and calls for an end to the use of judicial harassment to silence 

critical voices.  

 

Meach Sovannara, Tep Narin, Sum Puthy, Ke Khim and Ouk Pich Samnang, lawmakers and 

supporters of the Cambodia National Rescue Party (“CNRP”) were released on bail today, 

but they and a number of others remain on trial in connection to violence that erupted 

during protests in July 2014 in Phnom Penh’s Freedom Park. The defendants face various 

charges including leading an “insurrection,” which carries a maximum sentence of 30 years 

in prison, despite reports that protest leaders had been trying to calm the violence, rather 

than instigate it. Their release is reportedly the result of a political bargain between the 

CNRP and ruling Cambodian People’s Party, and swiftly follows the conclusion of months of 

negotiations on reform of the National Election Committee. CCHR believes that the charges 

against them are politically motivated and should be dropped. 

  

Also released were ten land rights activists from the Boeung Kak Lake and Thma Koul 

communities, pardoned and freed on Saturday after spending five months in prison simply 

for exercising their fundamental freedoms. On 10 November 2014, seven of them were 

arrested, charged with obstructing public traffic, tried and convicted within 36 hours, 

receiving a maximum sentence of one year in prison and a US$500 fine. The following day, a 

further three women and a monk, Seung Hai, were arrested while peacefully calling for the 

release of their fellow activists and hastily convicted of obstructing public officials. On 26 

January 2015, whilst granting minor reductions of sentences, the Court of Appeal upheld 

their convictions, which were handed down in proceedings that did not meet fair trial 

standards. CCHR joined other Cambodian civil society organizations in leading a campaign 

for their release. Seung Hai was released on bail today, along with two other monks.  

 

However, not all have been granted the relief they deserve. In addition to the Boeung Kak 

Lake protestors, the campaign called for the release of Ms. Ly Seav Minh, arrested in 

November along with her father Mr. Ly Srea Kheng following a land dispute with the Khun 

Sear Import Export Company, after they refused to vacate a plot of land in the Boeung Kak 1 

area of Phnom Penh. The family has suffered death threats, violent attacks and intimidation 

as a result. Ms. Minh and Mr. Kheng face charges of using violence against a possessor of an 

immovable property for attempting to resist their eviction, while the authorities have not 

http://www.cchrcambodia.org/index_old.php?url=media/media.php&p=press_detail.php&prid=539&id=5


taken any action on a complaint filed by Mr. Kheng on the threats and attacks directed 

against his family by Khun Sear security guards. Mr. Kheng was bailed on 5 December 2014, 

but Ms. Minh remains in detention.  

 

Chak Sopheap, CCHR’s Executive Director, comments: 

“While the releases of the last few days are cause for celebration, these people should never 

have been arrested in the first place. Sadly, the courts in Cambodia continue to be used to 

crack down on dissent rather than protect citizens from abuses of power. It is critical that 

political parties work together to end this practice and prioritize meaningful judicial reform 

to make the courts truly independent.” 

 

For more information please contact CCHR’s Executive Director Ms. Chak Sopheap, via 

telephone at +855 (0) 11 943 213 or email at chaksopheap@cchrcambodia.org; or Tim 

Molyneux, Consultant, via telephone at +855 (0) 96 939 5296 or email at 

tim.molyneux@cchrcambodia.org. 

 
Notes to Editors: 
 
CCHR, founded in November 2002, is a non-aligned, independent, non-governmental 

organization that works to promote and protect democracy and respect for human rights – 

primarily civil and political rights – throughout Cambodia. 

 

CCHR is a member of the World Organization Against Torture (“OMCT”) SOS-Torture 

Network; the International Freedom of Expression Exchanges (“IFEX”), the global network 

for freedom of expression; the Southeast Asian Press Alliance (“SEAPA”); and the World 

Alliance for Citizen Participation (“CIVICUS”). 

 

The Cambodian Human Rights Portal www.sithi.org is the 2011 winner of the Information 

Society Innovation Fund Award in the category of Rights and Freedoms and the 2013 winner 

of the Communication for Social Change Award awarded by the Centre for Communication 

and Social Change at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. 
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