Joint Open Letter to Cambodian Officials regarding discriminatory comments made by Phnom Penh
Municipality Deputy Police Chief

8 August 2012

Samdach Akak Moha Sena Padey Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
Cabinet of the Prime Minister, Council of Ministers
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Sar Kheng

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior,
Ministry of Interior,

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Kep Chuktima,
Governor of Phnom Penh Municipality,
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Lokchumteav Ing Kuntha Phavy,

President of Cambodian National Council for Women (CNCW) and Minister of Women’s Affairs,
Ministry of Women's Affairs,

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Dear Samdach Akak Moha Sena Padey Techo Hun Sen, H.E. Sar Kheng, H.E. Kep Chuktima, and
Lokchumteav Ing Kuntha Phavy,

Today, we the undersigned Cambodian and International Civil Society Members, call for the dismissal of
Phnom Penh Deputy Police Chief Phuong Malay based on his unacceptable, facetious and offensive
reaction to the lawsuit taken against him for his alleged role in the miscarriage of a female protester who
was kicked in the stomach by a member of his police force.

On 27 June 2012, the pregnant woman, Bov Srey Sras, had joined a group of supporters in attempting to
march to the Court of Appeal where the Boeung Kak 13, amongst them her sister, were having their case
heard. Despite the supporters acting within their rights, a violent clash with police took place. Not only
was Bov Srey Sras brutally mistreated by officers in this clash, causing her to lose her baby, but when she
announced that she was suing the three men she believes responsible, amongst them Phuong Malay, the
Deputy Police Chief publicly insulted and degraded her. On the front page of The Phnom Penh Post
newspaper on 01 August, Malay is quoted as follows:

“Is the victim old or young, and does she sue me to return her kid? | want to tell her that if she

wants to get back her kid, | am also young.”

We Civil Society Members would like to inform Prime Minister Hun Sen, H.E. Sar Kheng, whose ministry
oversees law enforcement, H.E. Kep Chuktima, Governor of the Phnom Penh Municipality, and
Lokchumteav Ing Kuntha Phavy, President of the Cambodian National Council for Women and Minister of
Women'’s Affairs, that Cambodia is a party to the United Nations (“UN”) Convention for the Elimination of



Discrimination Against Women (“CEDAW”), which requires the State to take measures to suppress all
forms of gender discrimination. Article 31 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia (the
“Constitution”) incorporates CEDAW into Cambodian law, by obliging the Royal Government of Cambodia
(the “RGC”) to recognize international human rights provisions. Article 26 of the Constitution stipulates
that once a human rights treaty is ratified, it will automatically become Cambodian law. Article 31 also
demands the equality of all Cambodian citizens, regardless of race, colour, religion, political beliefs, class
or gender, and Article 150 requires state institutions to directly conform to constitutional provisions.

The function of law enforcement in a democracy is to provide a service to civilians. The UN Code of
Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials (1979), which was adopted to apply to the Cambodian police
forces, requires that, “in the performance of their duty, law enforcement officials shall respect and
protect human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all persons.” It is the role of the
police to serve the community and to protect all persons against illegal acts. The Cambodian police
authorities have a legal and ethical responsibility to the people of the nation, to uphold their human
rights and their dignity.

If Deputy Police Chief Phuong Malay believes it is acceptable to make such offensive and discriminatory
remarks, he is clearly incapable of the high degree of responsibility required by his profession. As Deputy
Chief it is also important that he is not permitted to set such a deplorable example to his subordinates.
We, the undersigned Civil Society groups, therefore call for the immediate dismissal of Phuong Malay
from his position and for an assurance from the RGC that Cambodian police will in future be properly
trained and equipped with the skills and the knowledge to respect and protect the human rights and
human dignity of all Cambodian citizens.

Sincerely yours,

The undersigned organizations:

Ms. Thida Khus, SILAKA, Tel: 012 838 464

Ms. Ros Sopheap, Gender and Development for Cambodia (GADC), Committee to Promote Women in
Politics (CPWP) Secretariat. Tel: 012 627 857

Ms. Pok Panhavichetr, Cambodian Women Crisis Center (CWCC), Tel: 023 997 967

Mr. Ou Virak, Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR), Tel: 012 404 051

Ms. Chan Sophoan, Cambodian Young Women Empowerment Network (CYWEN), Tel: 012 777 052
Mr. Sia Phearum, Housing Rights Task Force (HRTF), Tel: 012 852 325

Mr. Yeng Virak, Community Legal Education Center (CLEC), Tel: 012 801 235

Mr. Srun Srorn, Rainbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK), Tel: 092 300 006

Mr. Koul Panha, Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia (COMFREL), Tel: 012 942 017
Ms. Ky Nimol, LWF Cambodia, 2011, Associate program of LWF/DWS; Tel: 012 913 907

Mr. Ny Chakrya, the Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC), Tel: 011 274 959
Ms. Chea Mouykry, Women Peace Makers (WPM), Tel: 012 921 621

Ms. Ung Yorkkhoan, AMARA, Tel 012 895 358



Ms. Chao Kim Eng, Women Association for Community Development (WACD), Tel: 088 8255 997/
011743704

Ms. Sar Sat, Action for Environment and Communities (AEC), Tel: 017 655 526

Ms. Dy Ratha, Indradevi Association (IDA), Tel: 012 897 161

Mr. Hang Puthea, Neutral and Impartial Committee for Free and Fair Election in Cambodia (NICFEC), Tel:
012 959 666

Mr. Ath Thorn, Cambodian Labour Confederation, Tel: 012 998 906

Ms. Arun Raksmey, Strey Khmer, Tel: 012 952 208

Ms. Prok Vanny, Freelancer, Tel: 012 538 201

Ms. Prak Sokhany, Cambodian Civil Society Partnership (CCSP), Tel: 012 940 851
Ms. Chet Charya, STAR Kampuchea, Tel: 012802460

William Nicholas Gomes, Salem-News.com, williamgomes.org@gmail.com

Ana Maria R. Nemenzo, Woman Health Philippines, Tel: +63918-903 8687
Cambodian Young Women Activists on ASEAN, Tel: 012 23 83 46:
Ms. Chrea Sandan, Tel: 012 948 775

Aum Borany, Tel: 015 553536

Lam Sreyni, Tel: 092 228773

Nhan Sokha, Tel: 092 203011

Kong Rachana, Tel: 070 36 52 43

Tean Sopheak Tel: 077 335 817

Ork Samang, Tel: 077 850 020

Leang Linda, Tel: 081572526

Yun Sreytoch, Tel: 070 849 469



