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Racial and religious profiling of Cambodian Muslips by l'hai enforcement agencies lvoukl be a
serious brench of their human riqhts. rvould exrrcerblte Dglitical te,nsions,:rnrl nrust bg r.esistecl

Your Excellency,

I rvrite to you in response to the accusation by Ceneral Prayuth Chan-ocha, chief of the Tlrai ar.py,
that sonte Cantbodian Muslinis have.joined the violent insurgency in the deep soLrth of 'l'hailand and
that they ale providing indirect financial sllppoft to the insurgent networks. The irnplication is that
Canbodiarr Muslirrs nray soon be lrrevented fi'orr entering Thailand fi'orn Caurbodia or rvill at the
very least be monitored aggressively.

If scrutiny of Cambodian Muslirrs is indeed stepped Lrp, such actions would constitute illegal racial
and religioLts profilirrg - irr breach of Articles 2 and 7 of the LJniversal Declaration of HLrman Itiglrts
(the "UDHR") and Article 26 o1'the lrrternational Covenant on Civil and I'olitical Riglrts (the
"lCCPR") -which prohibit any discrimination on grounds such as race or religion. Fr-rftherrnore. if
Canbodian Musliurs are actually prevented fiorn travelirrg into fhailarrd - and liorn there orr to
Malaysia, where many econorric rrigrants are headed - then their fr-rndarnental rights to freedont of
movenrent - under Article l3 of the UDHR and Arlicle l2 of the ICCPR - will also have been
violated.

In light ol the cautiolls progress made in connection with the border dispirte - in palticular around
Prealr Vihear temple - over recent months, this annoLrrrcenrent replesents a significant setbacli for
Cambodian-Thai relations. I respectfully suggest that Thailand needs to solve its long-rtrnrring
political issues in the deep south, either by itself or with the help of its neighbors. Resorring to
paranoia and knee-jerl< rrationalism of a farriliar sort - by pointing fingers at its neighbors rvill not
help anvone or solve anything. and risl<s exacerbating political ter.rsions betrveen Carnbodia and
Thailand once again. While Soutli-East Asia is not on the fiorrt line ol Islarric tensiorrs. events in
Tlrailand's deep soirtlr and Burnra's Ral<haing state indicate how cornplex and violent suclr tensions
can becorne - and horv qLricl<l;'. In light of which. I call r"rpon all govelnnrents ro tacl(le the root
causes of such tensions by ensr-rring political and religious fieedonr arrd equitable developnrent lor all.
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More urgently, I urge you to call on the Thai anny and border authorities to: (l) resist illegal racial or
religious profiling of Carnbodian Muslirns or any other minority, (2) respect their fundamental human
rights - including their inalienable rights to equality and freedom of movement - and (3) continue re-
building the political relationship between Thailand and its f iend and neighbor, Canrbodia.
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