
 

 

Joint	Statement	

Appeal	to	drop	all	charges	against	all	land	community	representatives	and	

release	three	community	representatives.	

January	14,	2021	

	
We,	 the	 civil	 society	 groups,	 unions,	 and	 communities	 listed	 below,	 express	 our	 deepest	
concerns	over	the	arrest	and	detention	of	three	land	community	representatives	recently,	as	
well	as	the	indictment	of	more	than	50	land	community	representatives.	We	would	like	to	
ask	the	court	to	drop	the	charges	and	release	them.	
	
Mr.	Phon	Sophal,	a	representative	of	the	land	community	in	Choam	Kravien	commune,	was	
arrested	by	police	at	the	entrance	to	the	Yea	Chey	company	in	Ream	commune,	Prey	Nob	
district,	Preah	Sihanouk	province.	This	occurred	in	the	morning	of	December	30,	2020,	after	
he	was	returning	from	2020	annual	reflecting	with	the	Cambodian	Farmers'	Association.	The	
arrest	was	made	under	Warrant	No.	03,	dated	December	28,	2020,	on	charges	of	conspiracy	
to	 incite	 to	 commit	 serious	 acts	 of	 social	 unrest	 through	 social	media	 in	 Tbong	 Khmum	
Province	 from	 August	 22	 to	 October	 22,	 2020.	 The	 arrest	 warrant	 was	 issued	 by	 the	
investigating	judge	of	Tbong	Khmum	Provincial	Court.	He	was	taken	from	Sihanoukville	to	
the	 Tbong	 Khmum	 Provincial	 Prison	 on	 the	 afternoon	 of	 December	 31,	 2020,	 without	
providing	 information	 to	 his	 family	 in	 accordance	with	 the	 procedures.	 The	 family	 later	
learned	of	the	incident	through	prison	officials	who	contacted	them.	Mr.	Phon	Sophal	could	
face	between	six	months	to	two	years	in	prison	under	Articles	494	and	495	of	the	Penal	Code.	
He	has	always	been	active	in	helping	to	protect	the	community	land	rights	and	peacefully	
advocate	in	accordance	with	national	and	international	human	rights	law.	
	
In	 addition,	 two	 community	 representatives	 in	 Sre	 Prang	 community	 in	 Tbong	 Khmum	
province	were	arrested.	More	than	30	other	community	members	were	charged	with	various	
criminal	offenses	due	to	their	activism	and	simply	trying	to	protect	their	community	land.	
Among	 them,	 Mr.	 Sem	 Sang	 was	 arrested	 in	 October	 2019,	 and	 Mr.	 Hoeun	 Sinath	 was	
arrested	 in	August	2020.	The	 two	are	 facing	charges	related	 to	 land	dispute	between	the	
community	in	Tbong	Khmum	province	and	a	Chinese	company,	Harmony	Win	Investment.	
	
In	Koh	Kong	province,	13	land	community	representatives	were	charged	by	the	Koh	Kong	
Provincial	Court	with	“defamation”,	“inciting	to	commit	acts	that	cause	serious	social	unrest”	
and	“public	defamation”.	According	to	the	provisions	of	Articles	305,	311,	312,	494,	and	495	
of	the	Penal	Code,	they	have	been	placed	under	judicial	supervision	due	to	the	exercise	of	
their	fundamental	rights	and	freedoms	to	protect	their	land.		
	
By	monitoring	human	rights	abuses	in	Cambodia,	we,	as	organizations,	associations,	unions,	
and	 communities,	 have	 observed	 persecution	 by	 the	 authorities	 and	 arrests	 of	 land	 and	
environmental	activists.	Many	have	been	charged	with	inciting	to	commit	crimes,	including	



 

 

inciting	social	unrest	and	other	crimes.	The	arrest	and	detention	of	Mr.	Phon	Sophal,	Mr.	
Hoeun	Sinath,	Mr.	Sem	Sang,	and	Mrs.	Eng	Van	(according	to	the	Supreme	Court	ruling)	as	
outstanding	 land	 activists	 are	 direct	 and	 indirect	 threat	 to	 land	 communities	 across	 the	
country.	These	activists	are	always	defending	the	rights	of	citizens	in	their	own	communities,	
these	rights	are	guaranteed	by	the	Constitution	of	the	Kingdom	of	Cambodia	as	well	as	in	
international	law.		
	
We	hope	that	the	Royal	Government	of	Cambodia	will	fulfill	its	obligation	to	guarantee	the	
right	to	freedom	of	expression	in	accordance	with	the	Constitution	and	international	human	
rights	law.	We	also	encourage	the	Tbong	Khmum	and	Koh	Kong	Provincial	Courts	to	drop	all	
charges	 against	 all	 land	 community	 representatives	 and	 release	 the	 three	 community	
representatives,	Mr.	Phon	Sophal,	Mr.	Hoeun	Sinath	and	Mr.	Sem	Sang,	to	reunite	with	their	
families	and	to	be	able	to	continue	their	important	work	without	interruption.			
	
This	statement	is	supported	by:		
	
១ សមគមករពរសិទធិមនុសស និងអភវិឌឍនេ៍នកមពុជ អដហុក (ADHOC) 

២ សមគមសមពន័ធសហគមនក៍សិករកមពុជ (CCFC)  

៣ អងគករគរំទបេចចកវទិយជនបទកនុងរបេទសកមពុជ(RCTSO)  

៤ សមគមរបជធិបេតយយឯករជយៃនេសដឋកិចចេរករបពន័ធ (IDEA) 

៥ អងគករពនលឺៃនកដីសងឃមឹ (PNKS) 

៦ រកុមកិចចករពិេសសសិទធិមនុសសកមពុជ (CHRTF) 

៧ គណ:កមម ធិករេដមបកីរេបះេឆន តេដយេសរ ីនិងយុតតិធមេ៌នកមពុជ (COMFREL) 

៨ សហពន័ធសហជីពកមមករចំណីអហរ និងេសវកមមកមពុជ (CFSWF) 

៩ សមគមមរនតីរជករឯករជយកមពុជ (CICA) 

១០ អងគករពនលកែខមរ (PKH) 

១១ មជឈមណឌ លសិទធិមនុសសកមពុជ (CCHR) 

១២ សមគមបណដ ញយុវជនកមពុជ (CYN)  

១៣ អងគករសមគមធងេតន ត (STT)  

១៤- អងគករសមធមក៌មពុជ (EC)  

១៥ សមពន័ធែខមរជំេរឿននិងករពរសិទធិមនុសសលីកដូ (LICADHO) 

១៦ អងគករវទិយសថ នរបជធិបេតយយកមពុជ (CID)   

១៧ សមពន័ធករពរសិទធិមនុសសកមពុជ(CHRAC) 



 

 

១៨ សហពន័ធសហជីពកមមករនិេយជិតវស័ិយេទសចរណ៍កមពុជ (CTWUF) 

១៩ សហពន័ធសហជីពកមមករសំណង ់និងៃរពេឈកមពុជ (BWTUC)  

២០ សមពន័ធសហជីពរបជធិបេតយយកមមករកតេ់ដរកមពុជ (CCAWDU)  

២១ សហពន័ធសហជីពជតិកមពុជ (CATU)  

២២ មជឍមណឌ លសមពន័ធភពករងរ និងសិទធិមនុសស (CENTRAL) 

២៣ យុវកសិករេដមបសីកមមភពសងគម (YPS) 

២៤ សមពន័ធភពរបជជនេដមបអីធិបេតយយភពេសបៀងេនអសីុ (PCFS-ASIA)  

២៥ សមពន័ធកសិករអសីុ(APC)  

២៦ សមគមកសិករេដមបអីភវិឌឍនជី៍វភព (FALD) 

២៧ អងគករកមមវធីិអភវិឌឍនធ៍នធនយុវជន(YRDP) 

២៨ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរកុម១៧៥ េខតតេកះកុង 

២៩ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរកុម១៩៧ េខតតេកះកុង 
៣០ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរកុម៨៤៣ េខតតេកះកុង 
៣១ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរកុម១២៩ េខតតេកះកុង 
៣២ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីតនូន េខតតេកះកុង 

៣៣ សហគមន៍កសិកររកីរករកុម៧៦៦ េខតតេកះកុង 
៣៤ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរសមីសមគគី េខតតកំពង់សព ឺ
៣៥ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីចំបក់ រតង េខតតកំពង់សព ឺ
៣៦ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីរតពងំេជរ េខតតកំពង់សពឺ 
៣៧ សហគមន៍កសិករកពរសិទធិដីធលីអមលងំ េខតតកំពង់សព ឺ

៣៨ សហគមន៍េរបីសកអក េខតតរពះវហ៊ិរ  
៣៩ សហគមន៍សែងករពីរមនរទិធ ិេខតតរពះវហ៊ិរ  
៤០ សហគមន៍ភូមិបុសស េខតតរពះវហ៊ិរ 
៤១ សហគមន៍ដីធលីអូររដួំល េខតតរពះវហ៊ិរ 

៤២ សហគមន៍របេមរ េខតតរពះវហ៊ិរ 
៤៣ សហគមន៍ដក់ពរ េខតតតែកវ 
៤៤ សហគមន៍កែនលងខល  េខតតតែកវ 
៤៥ សហគមន៍កុកតេរៀ េខតតតែកវ 

៤៦ សហគមន៍រតពងំរកសងំ េខតតតែកវ 



 

 

៤៧ សហគមន៍កសិករកណដ ល េខតតតែកវ  
៤៨ េលីកសទួយសិទទិមនុសស និងដីធល ីេខតតកណដ ល 

៤៩ សហគមន៍េចកមស េខតតសវ យេរៀង 
៥០ សហគមន៍មនជ័យ េខតតសវ យេរៀង 
៥១ សហគមន៍អភិរកសៃរពេឈកំីពង់អំពិល េខតតសវ យេរៀង 
៥២ សហគមន៍សមគគីរមសែហក េខតតសវ យេរៀង 

៥៣ សហគមន៍ដីធលីអណដូ ងរតែបក េខតតសវ យេរៀង 
៥៤ សហគមន៍ចុងអំពិល េខតតៃរពែវង 
៥៥ សហគមន៍ស៊ងឃវ ង េខតតៃរពែវង 
៥៦ សហគមន៍របែរស េខតតៃរពែវង 

៥៧ សហគមន៍សព នេឆះ េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៥៨ សហគមន៍អូរកមពុជ េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៥៩ សហគមន៍បតខទះ េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦០ សហគមន៍ែរពកែរតង េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦១ សហគមន៍អណដូ ងថម េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦២ សហគមន៍េសអីុរប ំេខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៣ សហគមន៍អូររតជក់ចិតត េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៤ សហគមន៍កបលហុងទឹក េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៥ សហគមន៍អូរដំរ ីេខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៦ សហគមន៍ថមធំ េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៧ សហគមន៍អូរខសច់ េខតតរពះសីហនុ 

៦៨ សហគមន៍កសិករអងគសវ យ េខតតកំពត 

៦៩ សហគមន៍ែរសរបងំ េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ 

៧០ សហគមន៍កំេរបីស េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ

៧១ សហគមន៍បុសសេសន  េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ

៧២ សហគមន៍របេឡះ េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ

៧៣ សហគមន៍ខនងរកេពី េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ

៧៤ សហគមន៍េយងីខញុ ំ េខតតតបូងឃមុ ំ



 

 

៧៥ សហគមន៍កសិករមូលដឋ នរបម៉  េខតតរកេចះ  

៧៦ មជឈមណឌ លរបជពលរដឋេដីមបអីភិវឌឍន៍ និងសនតិភព (PDP Center) 

៧៧ អងគករតមល ភពកមពុជ (TI-Cambodia)  

៧៨ សហគមន៍ែរពកតគង់ ៦០ែម៉រត ភនំេពញ  

៧៩ សហគមន៍៩២ ភនំេពញ 

៨០ សហគមន៍ឬសសរីសស់ ភនំេពញ 

៨១ សហគមន៍រសតីឃល ងំសងំ ភនំេពញ  

៨២ សហគមន៍ភូមិ២៣ ភនំេពញ  

៨៣ សហគមន៍បឹងឈូក ភនំេពញ 

៨៤ សហគមន៍ទួលសែងករេអ ភនំេពញ  

៨៥ សហគមន៍ទួលសែងករបី៊ ភនំេពញ  

៨៦ សហគមន៍ផលូវរថេភលីង ភនំេពញ  

៨៧ សហគមន៍ចំេរនី ភនំេពញ  

៨៨ អងគករយុវកសិករេដីមបអីធិបេតយយភពេសពៀងេនអសីុ(YFS- ASIA)  

៨៩ សហជីពរទរទង់សិទធកិរងរបុគគលិកកមមករែខមរៃនរកុមហុ៊នណហគ េវលីដ៏ 
 

 
 


