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Phnom Penh, June 13, 2025

Joint Statement of Civil Society Organizations
On the celebration of "World Environment Day 2025"

We represent associations, civil society organizations, communities, and youth groups from eight
institutions that jointly celebrated the 29th World Environment Day on 5 June 2025. The event
was held under the theme "Good Policy, Proper Implementation, Clean Cambodia" and aimed to
achieve four important objectives: a) To celebrate World Environment Day 2025 in Cambodia;

b) To promote national and international policies and accountability regarding the environment
and climate change; c) To promote public participation in monitoring the enforcement of
environmental policies for a clean environment, the protection of natural resources, and the
reduction of plastic and air pollution in Cambodia; and d.) To collect input from communities,
especially young people, to include their voices in this joint statement on the challenges and
recommendations regarding policy enforcement on the environment and natural resources.

In 1993, the Royal Government of Cambodia (“RGC”) declared its participation, along with the
international community, in commemorating World Environment Day annually. Since 1996,
Cambodia has celebrated this Day, as an effort to show its commitment to fighting environmental
pollution and protecting natural resources for future generations.” In the National Forestry
Program 2010-2029, the RGC committed to increasing the forest coverage in the country to at
least 60 percent by 2029.2 Recently however, in its Circular Strategy on the Environment, “Clean,
Green, and Sustainable” 2023-2028, the RGC reiterated this commitment to reforest 60 percent
of the country's forests, yet the target has now been set to 2050. Meanwhile, in January 2025, the
RGC granted a private company 99 hectares of the Prey Lang Forest, an important area of forest
cover in Cambodia.® Furthermore, three new hydropower dams projects were also approved in
the Cardamom Mountains, which led to the clearing of thousands of hectares of forest for the
projects.*

We see that continuously granting forest-covered land in protected areas to private companies is
a contradiction between policy and implementation. Continuing this pattern means that achieving
the RGC’s previously stated climate targets to reduce historical emissions and deforestation rates
by 2030° and to reforest 60 percent of the land by 2050. The extension of the timeline for
deforestation targets also undermines the RGC’s commitment to fulfilling its own targets.

1 Source: BTV News Cambodia- Celebration of National and World Environment Day on 5 June.

2 Source: Joint Statement of Civil Society Organization on the Celebration of “International Forestry Day 2025". Forestry Program 2010-2029

(Page 30).
3. Source: (CJNEWS) 22 April 2025.

4 Source: Radio France International (rfi) dated March 20, 2025. Mongabay: New hydroelectric dam in the Cardamom Mountains threatens
forest conservation and the REDD+ project.

5 Source: Radio France International (rfi) dated March 20, 2025. Mongabay: New hydroelectric dam in the Cardamom Mountains threatens

forest conservation and the REDD+ project. Khmer Time, February 14, 2022- Cambodia commits to halve deforestation by 2030.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f18YEQuUls0
https://equitablecambodia.org/website/article/3-2548.html
http://cdc-crdb.gov.kh/en/twg-jmi/sector_strategy/National_Forest_Programme_2010_2029_KH.pdf
http://cdc-crdb.gov.kh/en/twg-jmi/sector_strategy/National_Forest_Programme_2010_2029_KH.pdf
https://cjkhmer.com/the-govt-has-allocated-nearly-100-hectares-of-land-in-prey-lang-to-a-private-company-to-build-a-cement-factory/
Radio%20France%20Internationale%20(rfi)%20dated%20March%2020,%202025.%20Mongabay:%20New%20hydroelectric%20dam%20in%20the%20Cardamom%20Mountains%20threatens%20forest%20conservation%20and%20the%20REDD+%20project
Radio%20France%20Internationale%20(rfi)%20dated%20March%2020,%202025.%20Mongabay:%20New%20hydroelectric%20dam%20in%20the%20Cardamom%20Mountains%20threatens%20forest%20conservation%20and%20the%20REDD+%20project
Radio%20France%20Internationale%20(rfi)%20dated%20March%2020,%202025.%20Mongabay:%20New%20hydroelectric%20dam%20in%20the%20Cardamom%20Mountains%20threatens%20forest%20conservation%20and%20the%20REDD+%20project
Radio%20France%20Internationale%20(rfi)%20dated%20March%2020,%202025.%20Mongabay:%20New%20hydroelectric%20dam%20in%20the%20Cardamom%20Mountains%20threatens%20forest%20conservation%20and%20the%20REDD+%20project
https://khmertimeskh.com/501024424/cambodia-commits-to-halve-deforestation-by-2030/

People and wildlife on Earth, including Cambodians, greatly depend on the environment and
natural resources. This dependence is particularly evident with regard to indigenous peoples,
whose identities, traditions, cultures, and livelihoods are rooted in forests, water and other natural
resources, and who themselves play a critical role in caring for these resources, due to their
longstanding and intimate knowledge of and relationship to them. These resources are also an
important source of life for forest communities, community fisheries along rivers and in coastal
areas, and people in rural and urban areas. This interdependence highlights the fundamental
importance of conserving the environment and natural resources to ensure the sustainability of
all life.

We are highly optimistic about and committed to support the implementation of national policies
to protect the environment and natural resources. However, these policies cannot be achieved
without spaces where Cambodian people can exercise their rights and freedoms to actively
participate in environmental protection and natural resource conservation. This participation is in
accordance with applicable laws, including Article 35, Paragraph 1 of the Constitution, which
states “Khmer citizens of either sex shall have the right to participate actively in the political,
economic, social and cultural life of the nation”. In addition, article 368 of the Code on
Environment and Natural Resources (ENRC) also states, " Local communities, the public, and
civil society shall be encouraged to participate, provide, and receive information concerning the
management, protection, conservation, and development of natural protected areas.” Therefore,
youth and environmental activists who collect and report information on deforestation and
environmental pollution are not engaging in illegal actions, as many have been accused of.
Rather, they are exercising their rights as provided for by Cambodian law. Regrettably however,
in 2024, at least ten young environmental activists were arrested and sentenced to six to eight
years in prison for their actions to protect the environment and natural resources.®

We believe that the effectiveness of policy enforcement depends not only on good intentions or
robust policy, but also on the tools, information, data, and means of verification, monitoring, and
coordination that together contribute to implementation. As one example, Artificial intelligence (Al)
and technology can both provide information and help to monitor deforestation in specific areas.
It is also an innovative tool that helps us make better use of existing resources by limiting the use
of financial and human resources in environmental and natural resource protection and
conservation. Young environmental activists who understand the importance of evidence-based
advocacy have used Al technology to share information and data about environmental pollution
and the destruction of forests and other natural resources with the relevant authorities, who can
then take timely measures to prevent and address these issues. In summary, encouraging the
widespread use of Al technology among young people and environmental activists is necessary
to promote the achievement of national environmental and natural resource policies. Conversely,
excluding and persecuting these young activists will only discourage them, paving the way for
further environmental and natural resource crimes for the benefit of individuals and factions.

8 Source: Article of Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights (“LICADHO") Mother Nature Activists Violently
Arrested, Sentenced to 6-8 Years. Released on 02 July 2024.



https://www.licadho-cambodia.org/articles/20240702/195/index.html?english
https://www.licadho-cambodia.org/articles/20240702/195/index.html?english

We are concerned about the negative environmental and social impacts of development projects,
particularly in forest, coastal, and riverine areas, that may operate without proper monitoring,
accountability, transparency, or inclusion, and which are not widely implemented in accordance
with legal standards for environmental impact assessments (EIAs). According to the report on
“Environmental and Social Impact Review (ESIR) Focusing on Development Projects in Preah
Sihanouk and Koh Kong Provinces in Cambodia” by the NGO Forum on Cambodia (NGOF) and
ActionAid Cambodia (AAC), published in February 2025, 72 percent of respondents were
unaware of investment projects in their local areas. The research also found that 68 percent were
unaware of environmental impact assessments, and 50.4 percent reported being moderately to
severely negatively impacted by those development projects.

Another concern is the issue of waste management and the growth in the use of plastic. In
general, waste in Cambodia increases by 15 percent each year. In Phnom Penh alone, waste
increases by 2,700 to 3,000 tons per day. Out of 100 percent of waste, 68 percent is organic, 20
percent is plastic, and 10 percent is solid.” The use of plastic has increased dramatically in recent
years. Phnom Penh uses 10 million plastic bags per day, and on average, each Cambodian citizen
uses 2,000 plastic bags per year. It is estimated that people in coastal areas use 12 plastic bags
per household per day, and more than 48 percent of that amount ends up in the ocean.? Poor
waste management and the growth of plastic waste pose serious threats to the environment,
biodiversity, human health, and the national economy.

In light of these abovementioned concerns regarding deforestation, the implementation of
development projects and the participation of Cambodian citizens in environmental and natural
resource protection, we request that the Royal Government of Cambodia and its relevant
ministries please:

1. Cease providing forest cover and forest land in protected areas to private companies, in order
to preserve the environment and protect and conserve natural resources. This can be
achieved through the climate action plan, which aims to reduce historical emissions and
deforestation rates by 2030, as well as restore forest cover to 60% by 2050.

2. Open the space for environmental activists, youth, civil society organizations, and the public
so that they can exercise their rights and freedoms to participate in protecting the
environment and protecting and conserving the country’s forests and other natural resources
in accordance with the spirit of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the ENRC.
We strongly urge the Royal Government and the courts to drop the charges and release
environmental activists who have been arrested and sentenced to prison for exercising their
rights and freedoms to participate in protecting the environment and protecting and
conserving forests and natural resources.

7 Source: NEWSROOM CAMBODIA, Date 17 June 2021.

8 Source: Ministry of Environment: Project to promote a conducive environment for sustainable development in Cambodia from January 2019
to December 2020.
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https://newsroomcambodia.com/news/2021/06/17/q-a-with-environment-ministry-spokesperson-neth-pheaktra-about-solving-waste-crisis/
https://www.moe.gov.kh/togetherreduceplastic
https://www.moe.gov.kh/togetherreduceplastic

3. Increase support and encouragement for youth and environmental activists to use artificial
intelligence (Al) technology as a smart tool to monitor, research and find information and data
about environmental pollution, forest destruction and other natural resources, which are
reported to competent authorities to take timely preventive and suppressive measures.
Please take action against corrupt individuals and officials who have harassed and
discouraged these activists in order to pave the way for further environmental and natural
resource crimes for the benefit of individuals and factions.

4. The Ministry of Environment should commit to promoting greater transparency and
accountability in the EIA process. It should provide comprehensive information regarding EIA
procedures and processes, and encourage the participation of affected communities. This is
especially important in community forest areas where indigenous people live and depend on
the forests according to their customs, traditions, and practices. It is also important for local
communities, including forestry communities, fishery communities at the coastal and rivers.
The Ministry should strictly enforce legal principles for companies and development projects
that do not follow EIA procedures. The Ministry should not recommend the Government to
provide land to any investment project based on an EIA report indicating serious negative
impacts on local communities, environmental pollution, and loss of forest cover and other
national natural resources.

5. The Ministry of Environment and other relevant ministries should effectively strengthen and
promote the implementation of the 2020-2030 urban solid waste management policy.
regarding garbage and plastic. The Government and relevant ministries should implement a
public tax classification for industrial waste and impose strict fines for littering, such as
throwing trash into canals, lakes, rivers, and the sea. They should also reduce plastic use as
much as possible. The Ministry of Environment should promote the 4Rs principle—Refuse,
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle—to reduce plastic waste.

The statement is supported by:

Cambodian Youth Network Association (CYN)

The Coalition for Partnership in Democratic Development (CPDD)
Partnership for Environment and Development (PED)

Cambodian Center for Human Rights (CCHR)

Equitable Cambodia (EC)

Jesuit Service Cambodia (JSC)

Samahkum Teang Tnaut (STT)

Center for Alliance of Labor and Human Rights (CENTRAL)
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